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Welcome to issue 7 of Back 
to Prabhupada, in which we 
take a special look at what came 
out of the annual GBC (ISKCON's 
Governing Body Commission) 
meetings that took place at the 
end of February. Srila Prabhupada 
set up the GBC to guide ISKCON 
in implementing his instructions. 
However, this year's GBC meetings 
provided yet more evidence of 
how the GBC is actually disobey- 
ing Srila Prabhupada. 

Sometimes devotees ask why 
we need to constantly criticise 
ISKCON's renegade Gurus: "Why 
not just glorify Srila Prabhupada, 
that will attract more people" "Just 
concentrate on positive preaching, 
distribute books, and stop criticising 
others," are comments we occa- 
sionally hear. In response to this: 

Firstly, we always quote exten- 
sively from Srila Prabhupada - our 
last issue included more than forty 
excerpts from his books, conversa- 
tions and letters. We also publish 
many positive letters and stories 
from devotees around the world 
who have practically experienced 
the benefits of rejecting ISKCON's 
ersatz Gurus and directly worship- 
ping Srila Prabhupada instead. 

Secondly, the heaviest criti- 
cisms in our magazine usually em- 
anate from the so-called Gurus 
themselves as they fight and 
squabble with each other over the 
spoils of their unauthorised take- 
over. BTP certainly presents the 
truth in an uncompromising and 
direct style, but this approach is 
authorised by Srila Prabhupada: 

"Devotees always humbly offer 
respect to everyone, but when there 
is a discussion on a point of sastras 
(scripture), they do not observe the 
usual etiquette, satyam bruyat pri- 
yam bruyat. They speak only the 
satyam (truth), although it may not 
necessarily be priyam (following 
norms of etiquette)." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter, August 7th, 1976) 

Thirdly, and perhaps most 
ironically, ISKCON itself already ex- 



pends a great deal of effort glori- 
fying Srila Prabhupada via various 
publications, videos, diaries and 
memorial festivals. One might ask 
how people who wish to usurp 
Srila Prabhupada can also find it 
within themselves to glorify him 
on a regular basis? 

Srila Prabhupada is undoubt- 
edly ISKCON's biggest asset. His 
vast canon of teachings and out- 
standing personal example of pu- 
rity and saintliness are what usual- 
ly attract people to the Movement 
in the first place. Srila Prabhupada 
wrote all the books that shall form 
the basis of everything ISKCON 
will ever teach for up to ten thou- 
sand years hence. It is these books 
that explain the entire science of 
Krishna Consciousness, and in- 
spire people to surrender their 
lives to Krishna. In effect, the Guru 
hoaxers have made a career out of 
basking in Srila Prabhupada's re- 
flected glory, using him to bolster 
their own competing mini-mis- 
sions. For these personalities, Srila 
Prabhupada is the 'goose who al- 
ways lays the golden eggs'. That is 
why they must keep telling people 
how great he is and promoting his 
books. 

The Guru hoaxers use this glo- 
rification rather like an unscrupu- 
lous shopkeeper who puts an at- 
tractive item in his window to at- 
tract the customers, only to sell 
them a vastly inferior product 
once they set foot inside the store. 
This is called "bait-and-switch" 
You draw people in with some- 
thing wonderful, and then switch 
it for something cheap and nas- 
ty once you have them "hooked" 
Newcomers to ISKCON are thus 
encouraged, "Look how wonderful 
Srila Prabhupada is, what a perfect 
spiritual master!" and then when 
they join the 'product' is switched 
- "but you can only have him as your 
direct guide for the first six months, 
then you must choose someone else 
from the GBC-approved Guru list." 

It sounds strange, but the fact 



is that if BTP only expanded on 
this "glorification" it would actual- 
ly be doing the greatest disserv- 
ice. We would simply be assisting 
in the process of drawing people 
into the Guru hoaxers'trap. 

Just as a doctor who prescribes 
medicine without warning of pos- 
sible side-effects would be acting 
unprofessionally, as devotees it 
is completely irresponsible to at- 
tract people to Srila Prabhupada's 
Movement without telling them 
anything about what has gone 
wrong. 

ISKCON may appear to be 
teaching Krishna Consciousness, 
but the formula has been changed. 
Srila Prabhupada's final order on 
how initiations were to run has 
been disobeyed, and this one act 
of defiance is causing untold harm 
to everyone involved. 

Thus the aim of BTP is to: 

• Prevent new devotees 
from accepting unau- 
thorised replacements 
for Srila Prabhupada. 

• Expose those who are "glori- 
fying" Srila Prabhupada sim- 
ply as a means of expand- 
ing their own little empires. 

• Encourage devotees to work 
together to return to the cor- 
rect, winning formula, as 
originally ordered by Srila 
Prabhupada in his institu- 
tional directive of July 9th 
1977 (for details see BTP 1). 

In this way we hope to one day 
put an end to the bait-and-switch 
scam that has been going on since 
November 14th 1977. 

Please feel free to write to me 
at the following address if you 
have any questions, criticisms or 
comments: irm@iskconirm.com. 
We welcome all correspondence. 

Thank you very much for tak- 
ing the time to read our magazine. 
Hare Krishna. 

Yours in the service of Srila 
Prabhupada, 
Krishnakant 
Editor 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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Letters to the Editor 



"Thankyou all so much for your 
good work. The service that you 
are doing is remarkable. All Glories 
to Swami Prabhupada!!! Kind 
Regards" 

Dr Daniel B Taylor, Otaki 
Railway, New Zealand 

"/ am glad you are continuing 
to send information about the Back 
to Prabhupada movement, and I 
shall follow its developments with 
interest. Hare Krishna, and all good 
wishes" 

Dr G D Chryssides, School of Humanities, 
Languages and Social Sciences, 
Wolverhampton University, UK 

'Thanks for the Back to 
Prabhupada magazine. As the ed- 
itor of Living Traditions maga- 
zine and the co-ordinator of a local 
Bhakti library, these issues are very 
significant to me! Can you please 
send a copy of The Final Order, 
thanks. Hare Krishna." 
Robert Ledwidge, New 
South Wales, Australia 

"Haribol. / have recently 
come across your latest "Back to 
Prabhupada" magazine from a 
devotee here, and I have to say I 
was totally blown away! Everything 
that I read makes complete sense, it 
was like the missing link. I am writ- 
ing to request a copy of 'The Final 
Order"os well as any back issues of 
"Back to Prabhupada" Magazine 
that you have available. This is 
amazing. I don't believe that I have 
been deceived for so long. I feel like 
I've been a pawn in the guru-game. 
I am so angry right now and I will 
turn to the only ISKCON guru, Srila 
Prabhupada for his wisdom and 
help. You all are doing a wonder- 
ful service. Thank you again for 
your mission and I look forward to 
serving and working with you all to 
get this truth out to the masses. We 
must reclaim Prabhupada's move- 
ment that was hi-jacked by rascals 
of the lowest degree. Please send 
the requested material: 'The Final 
Order"os well as any back issues of 
"Back to Prabhupada" magazine." 
Gopalapriya Das, Louisiana, USA 



"Hare Krishna. My great respect 
and pranam fo you. I am grateful to 
acknowledge with heart the issue 5, 
Autumn 2004. It is my humble sub- 
mission to you that IRM is a great 
glory for the ISKCON followers. More 
than 25 people read the magazine 
who come to my house off and on. I 
believe that Prabhupada is the only 
DIKSA GURU oflSKCON's lifetime. I 
am a life member of ISKCON and 
came from a Vaisnava family of 
Bengal and visited a good number 
of ISKCON Temple. All glories to 
SRILA PRABHUPADA." 
Bidyut Kumar Dey, Calcutta, India 

"A real eye opener! I've been 
wondering about this for some time 
now. Just what I needed. Great! Hare 
Krsna! Srila Prabhupada ki jaya.'" 
Rafael Corrales, Ibiza, Spain 

"It is hard for me to associate 
with devotees because when I try 
to explain what I feel regarding my 
confusion, they say it is all maya 
and my offences. That is why I am 
so humbly grateful for the maga- 
zine. Please continue to send me 
copies." 
Elaine Oehman, West Virginia, USA 

"Thank you very much for the 
BTP magazine, please keep sending 
them to me! Thankyou very much! 
PS. How can I learn deity worship as 
His Divine Grace taught it?" 
Maxime Lapointe, Montreal, Canada 

"Dear Prabhus, Thanks for 
bringing Srila Prabhupada back to 
the ISKCON." 

Ekachakra Das, Founder & Director, 
Nigeria Vegetarian Society 

"Good to see ISKCON be- 
ing restored its original glory. Jai 
Prabhupada." 
R. Krishna Murthy, Bangalore, India 

"It gives the true picture of all 
earlier devotees, how they have tak- 
en advantage and misbehaved. My 
full support for the BTP magazine. 
Wonderful, keep it up! Hare Krsna. " 
Ashok Gopal, Bangalore, India 

"Keep going!! They are feeling 
pain!" 

Naranarayana Visvakarma 
Das, California, USA 



"All glories be to Srila 
Prabhupada, and all glories be to 
his true disciples who are bring- 
ing the Vaishnavas back to the true 
Guru-tattva, Srila Prabhupada!" 
Gopikanta Das, Queensland, Australia 

"/ have read the first two is- 
sues of Back to Prabhupada maga- 
zine and found them most interest- 
ing, containing so many facts & is- 
sues I certainly was not aware of. All 
Glories To Your Service!!!!!! KI JAM!!!! 
Bhakta Chris, Brisbane, Australia 

"/ accept Srila Prabhupada as 
my spiritual master and I bought his 
books and I enjoy devotional serv- 
ice. I practice Krsna Consciousness 
with my wife and son at home. We 
don't attend the temple. We love 
reading your publication. " 
M.Husani, London, UK 

"/ await anxiously the new Back 
to Prabhupada. They are painful 
to hear but at the same time very 
necessary to expose the pretend- 
ers. Keep it coming. A humble ally 
& servant," 
Tattva Darshan Das, Vancouver, Canada 

"Thank you very much for the 
"Back to Prabhupada" maga- 
zine. I very much appreciate the 
good service you are doing for Srila 
Prabhupada in exposing the so- 
called gurus who have hijacked 
Srila Prabhupada's movement by 
tyranny. So in conclusion, if we ac- 
tually want peace in ISKCON then 
we have to fight this tyranny in 
the realm of thought which is im- 
posed by the bogus GBC, their ma- 
nipulative self-made gurus and 
their violent hired thugs in devotee 
dresses. "Back To Prabhupada" cer- 
tainly is a good vehicle for this kind 
of open discussions. It is nice to see 
more and more devotees are com- 
ing forward exposing the terror re- 
gime of the bogus GBC. All Glories to 
our bonafide Jagat Guru His Divine 
Grace Srila Prabhupada!" 
Mahesh Raja, Manchester, England 

"Please accept my hum- 
ble obeisances and all glories 
to Srila Prabhupada! I just hap- 
pened to read Issue 5 of "Back to 



Prabhupada; and liked it VERY 
MUCH!! Thankyou, in the service of 
Srila Prabhupada" 
Rainer Haapala, Almviks Gard, Sweden 

"I just got a copy of BTP, Back 
to Prabhupada, issue 5, and I rec- 
ommend it. Whether you like IRM 
or not, you will appreciate these re- 
vealing articles." 
Visoka Das, West Virginia, USA 

"WOW! WHAT AN EYE 
OPENER! I SAW YOUR magazine 
"Back to Prabhupada" and "it's 
WONDERFUL!" is all I can say. How 
can words describe something so 
UPLIFTING! and REJUVENATING!? 
WHAT AN EYE OPENER! I've been 
so depressed for so long that at one 
point I gave up following some of 
my initiation vows and I stopped 
chanting. Seeing BTP has lifted me 
out of my depression and got me 
fully back on track. Although I be- 
gan again to follow the four regu- 
lative principles, I didn't get back to 
my chanting of 1 6 rounds. Now I am 
doing this as well. I now realize that 
Srila Prabhupada is the only guru 
for Iskcon and the problem is that 
this is not recognised or preached in 
Iskcon. Before this I was so deluded 
into thinking that all of these other 
gurus were the gurus." 
Sanjay Kumar, Bombay, India 

"Very good to know about the 
programme." 
Raju Neupane, London, UK 

"Thank you very much for 
sending me Back to Prabhupada. 
You are doing a great service to 
our Gurudeva. I am sure he is very 
pleased with your wonderful work! 
Your servant," 
Madhuryamrta Das, Alicante, Spain 

"I read The Final Order and 
knew the truth. It is very wonder- 
ful to know the message of Srila 
Prabhupada." 
Dilip Awasti, Andhra Pradesh, India 

"Regards to all Vaishnavas. 
Prabhupada is soul of ISKCON and 
his orders are the final, so, we should 
follow them. Go on IRM, keep it up! 
Hari bol." 
Parox Vaniya, Dehradun, India 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Letters to the Editor 



(continued from page 3) 



"I enjoyed reading BTP. I'm so 
glad to see the truth coming out. 
It's been a long time coming and I 
definitely want to be a part of the 
movement." 

Bhakti-lila Dasi, California, USA 

"Glories to our spiritual father 
Srila Prabhupada, glories to Sri Sri 
Caitanya Nityananda Prabhus, 

/ have read with interest the 
opening comments forward to The 
Final Order" of Professor Kim Knott, 
Religious Studies, Leeds University, 
UK. It is remarkable someone of 
her qualifications speaks with unbi- 
ased, intellectual vigour in her glo- 
rification of our Srila Prabhupada, 
and fondness for his books, and for 
the Truth of matters. 

I was very moved by the story 
of Sriman Caitanya Thankey and 
his family of Vaisnava devotees in 
BTP issue 5, to continue in faith and 
practise the instructions and imper- 
atives as given by Srila Prabhupada. 
I wish them continued seeking of 
Srila Prabhupada's blessings. 

All these years it was consid- 
ered I am a blooped devotee. Truth 
of the matter, it was disturbance to 
my sadhana to stay amongst the 
fighting, arguing, strong arm tactics 
used by tactless persons, claiming 
to represent our Srila Prabhupada. 
So I was forced to continue "out- 
side ISKCON." Well I have never left 
the association of His Divine Grace 
Srila Prabhupada and remain this 
day stronger in faith by witness the 
events as they unfold, and the Truth 
made known. 

In this regard an interesting 
quote from Srila Bhaktisiddhanta: 
"even if Truth remains covered 
due to insufficient study of the 
sastras and intense selfishness, it 
will certainly become apparent 
in due course of time. In this age 
of Kali there is often no respect 
for the Truth among persons who 
are blinded by selfishness. Rather 
disqualified persons are reward- 
ed. Anyway, if after seeing all this 
evidence someone's selfishness is 
even slightly reduced, it will yield 



some kind of auspicious result in 
the world. By its own concocted 
arguments an unqualified com- 
munity can never put real obsta- 
cles on the path of qualified brah- 
manas." 
(Brahmana and Vaisnava) 

As we witness the con tinued glo- 
rification of our Srila Prabhupada's, 
reinstatement if you will 
(although Srila Prabhupada was 
never really usurped), everyone in 
the world will be more and more 
benefited by the acceptance of 
Srila Prabhupada as befitting the 
title "JAGAT GURU", and reading 
his books with enthusiasm in faith 
knowing this, the path of bhakti- 
yoga as instructed by him will al- 
ways remain "AS IS." 

No deviation, no misguided in- 
struction, only the continued unde- 
served love and kindness which he 
demonstrates and gives freely to 
anyone, of surrender and honest 
humility in Krsna consciousness. 
Saranagati 

Good informative editions 
of Back to Prabhupada.' Jagat 
Guru...H/s Divine Grace Srila 
Prabhupada'..... ' Ki Jai.' / hope this 
meets you and the staff well in 
health and perspicacious in your 
Krsna conscious endeavours....ever 
felicitate in the dust of the feet of 
genuine Vaisnavas" 
Gopijana Dasa Das, Ashcroft, Canada 

"Dear Prabhus, thank you for 
your service." 
Tapati Dasi, California, USA 

"Now after going through the 
contents properly, we are actually 
very delighted to understand and 
realize the fact that Srila Prabhupad 
is the only Guru of ISKCON. It is as if 
we have read - What we always 
wanted? Acceptance of this fact 
amongst the entire ISKCON fami- 
ly can really save ISKCON from any 
future collapse and also result in 
real widescale, spotless and un- 
stoppable preaching of Krishna 
Consciousness throughout the 
world." 
A. Bhalla, New Delhi, India 



"Enclosed small donation to 
help IRM eradicate cancer within 
ISKCON. Harlbol/* 

Adrian Gilbert, Crawley, England 

"Thank you for sending me the 
latest issue of BTP. Once starting to 
read, it couldn't be put down. Really 
nice magazine, and particularly this 
issue. The section about the guru 
wars was an eye opener." 
Rama Rhagava Das, Atlanta, USA 

"You have let the cat loose in- 
side the exploiter's den. Looks like 
dare devil episode against all odds. 
Good luck." 
V.Braladeswaran, Tamil Nadu, India 

"A very nice magazine offered 
at the feet of Srila Prabhupada. Very 
nice to read about the distribution 
of BTP. Please give me the chance 
to distribute the magazine. I have 
already started answering the dev- 
otees who are in my contact about 
the BTP." 
SK Aishwarya Kumar, Bangalore, India 

"Thankyou lots n'lots.AII glories 
to your most wonderful service to 
Srila Prabhupada for Krishna. As al- 
ways all peace. All peace. Haribol." 
Harry E. Madison, Florida, USA 

"/ am a member of ISKCON for 
over 25 years and I am serving Srila 
Prabhupada every day at our tem- 
ple and the deities Sri Gaura Nitai, 
and Holy Name, preaching from 
Srila Prabhupada's books every 
day and almost every Sunday at 
the temple. I am happy to read your 
magazine. Please send me vol. 1,2 
and 3. 1 badly need them. " 
Nityananda Das, West Coast 
Demerara, Guyana 

"I think you should be very care- 
ful when writing about the quality 
and position of the Vaisnavas. 

Vaisnava aparadha (the great 
elephant offence) is extremely dan- 
gerous and undesirable. I am sure 
that Srila Prabhupada would be 
most anxious, thinking that his fol- 
lowers and especially his initiated 
disciples are making such offenc- 
es. When compiling a magazine of 
this nature, which is so openly dis- 
tributed, you are putting yourself in 



a dangerous position. The criticism 
of Srila Prabhupada's godbrothers 
and disciples is an offence to Srila 
Prabhupada himself. 

I personally was very offended 
by some of the articles in your mag- 
azine." 
Haladhara Das, Wales, UK 

[Editor's reply: Please note, the 
criticism you refer to is made main- 
ly by: 

a) Srila Prabhupada's disciples 
themselves attacking one anoth- 
er. It is not necessary for us to make 
much criticism when there is more 
than enough criticism emanat- 
ing from the unauthorised Gurus 
against each other. We are simply 
reporting these "Gurus" and their 
followers attacking each other and 
theGBC. 

b) In addition, we are simply 
printing Srila Prabhupada's state- 
ments regarding his Godbrothers, 
or repeating verbatim the words of 
these "Vaisnavas" you think about. 

c) As Srila Prabhupada states, 
TRUTH must be spoken for the ben- 
efit of all: 

"Truthfulness demands that 
the facts be presented as they are 
for the benefit of others. That is 
the definition of truth." 
(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 10:4-5, purport) 

Please pick out even ONE state- 
ment from all the previous issues of 
BTP which is UNTRUE, and we will 
gladly print a retraction. If you are 
unable to do this, then WHY should 
we not continue presenting the 
truth "for the benefit of others" as 
Srila Prabhupada has ordered?] 

"I love the BTP magazine. It is 
really groovy to read, and it is a re- 
ally good laugh as well. I am only 
1 1 years old and even I can under- 
stand when I read the BTP how Srila 
Prabhupada can still be our diksha 
guru and the only spiritual master 
of ISKCON. So why can't the bigwig 
GBC understand this simple truth? 
You have done a great job in expos- 
ing the bogus gurus." 
Laxmipriya, Age 1 1 , London, UK 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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The illustrious career of our new GBC Chairman 



GBC Meetings 2005 



ISKCON's official news service, 
ISKCON News, opened its "GBC: 
Who's Who for 2005" announce- 
ment with the following words: 

"Nothing drastic in the air for 
the organisation of ISKCON's top 
level of management this year." 

We then learn that the new 
GBC Chairman for this year is HH 
Devamrta Swami, who is "well- 
known for his work on creating ur- 
ban preaching centres." 

What is not so well-known 
amongst the newer devotees 
in ISKCON today is that up un- 
til 10 years ago HH Devamrita 
Swami had traded in his sannya- 
sa robes for those of a Franciscan 
friar - while still allegedly acting 
as a sannyasi, as the accompany- 
ing newspaper article illus- 
trates. 



In 
the ar- 
ticle, a 
hint is 
given as 
to why 
Devamrta 
Swami 
was dress- 
ed in Christ- 
ian-style robes: 

"The American visitors aren't 
your average Krishna believers. 
They are disciples of what could 
be termed a more liberal branch of 
the Krishna movement ...Swami 
Bhaktipada founded this ecumeni- 
cal side of the Krishna movement" 

This Swami Bhaktipada is, of 
course, Kirtanananda Swami, one 
of the original 1 1 self-authorised 
"Zonal Gurus" who was recently 
released from prison after serv- 
ing 8 years on racketeering charg- 
es. Kirtanananda started up his 
own Guru cult in New Vrindaban, 
West Virginia, where Christian- 
style robes were worn. He is pic- 
tured here being worshipped on 



his "throne" 

After New Vrindaban effec- 
tively began to collapse, Devamrta 
Swami made the career switch of 
returning to the ISKCON-GBC fold, 
where he later became a GBC vot- 
ed-in Guru. 

Since that time, Devamrta has 
been developing his own style of 





Devamrta Swami: One 
of the new crop of 
unauthorised Gurus 

'Guruship" This has included 
an astonishing public decla- 
ration of doubt about the 
potency and legacy of Srila 
Prabhupada's books. In 
his 2002 Vyasa-Puja offer- 
ing to Srila Prabhupada, 
Devamrta Swami of- 
fered some shocking 
suggestions for a "post- 
Prabhupada's books" 
ISKCON. Considering that Srila 
Prabhupada's books are destined 
to be the lawbooks for ISKCON 
for the next 9500 years, we are 
amazed that this concept has aris- 
en in ISKCON many thousands of 
years before it should even war- 




Kirtanananda Swami: 
Taking unauthorised Guru 
worship to new levels 



rant consideration! 

What is particularly shocking 
is the doubt the Swami casts on 
the legacy that Srila Prabhupada 
has left. We quote some extracts 
from his "offering": 

"During your physical presence 
your books were our be-all and 
end-all. Now, have we entered, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, a new era 
of ISKCON known as "PPB"—that is, 
'post-Prabhupada's books'?" 

"More than a few seasoned 
devotees and supportive academ- 
ics opine that indeed it's time to 
move on. Maybe, while maintain- 
ing our eternal gratitude to you, 
our founder-acarya, it's now neces- 
sary to evaluate what you have left 
us and distill whatever part of that 
legacy should accompany us into 
the future of a different world and 
a different ISKCON." 

"Amidst the burgeoning pot- 
pourri of Gaudiya Vaisnavism out- 
side of India, do you still assert that 
your books are sufficient for bring- 
ing us to the zenith of bhakti?" 

"Can your books withstand 
time? That is, are the purports and 
language dated — if not now, then 
in the future?" 

"Is emphasis on distributing 
your books, by whatever method, 
outmoded? Isn't ISKCON without 
emphasis on mass distribution a 
breath of fresh air for us?" 

"Should our senior devotees 
take the lead in demonstrating life- 
long dependence on your books for 
their spiritual sustenance and de- 
light? Is there a danger that by do- 
ing so they could inhibit their spirit- 
ual maturity?" 

"Would we gain anything sig- 
nificant and lasting if ISKCON's 
leaders, in both word and example, 
rallied to exalt your books as the 
main basis of our cultural unity?" 
(Extracts from current GBC 
Chairman's 2002 Vyasa-Puja 
offering to Srila Prabhupada) 

In summary then, we have an 
ISKCON Guru, and now the world- 
wide head of the movement, who 



by definition must be 100% sur- 
rendered in mind, body and words 
to the desires and instructions of 
His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada 
- asking whether: 

a) Srila Prabhupada's books 
can bring us to the high- 
est point of bhakti 

b) Srila Prabhupada's 
books are outdated 

c) Distributing Srila 
Prabhupada's books is 
an outmoded concept 

d) Dependence on Srila 
Prabhupada's books will in- 
hibit one's spiritual maturity 

e) Srila Prabhupada's books 
are the basis for cultur- 
al unity within ISKCON. 

This faithlessness in Srila 
Prabhupada's books is apparently 
still endemic in ISKCON, for even 
today the new GBC Chairman's 
"urban preaching centre" prefers 
to discuss fiction such as the best 
selling book The Da Vinci Code: 

"The Loft - Yoga Lounge - 1st 
floor, 99 Elizabeth St, City, Brisbane. 

The Da Vinci Code Discussion 

Relax in ourcomfortable lounge 
and discuss the issues raised by Dan 
Brown's run away best-seller 'The 
Da Vinci Code'' Followed by dinner. 
Suggested Donation: $7" 

(Readers may kindly turn 
to page 10 to see which books 
should be discussed in a Hare 
Krishna preaching centre). 

So in conclusion, if one won- 
ders what is the process for be- 
ing given the topmost position in 
leading ISKCON, do not make the 
mistake of thinking that humbly 
toiling loyally on behalf of the GBC 
without deviation will getyou any- 
where. Rather,onetriedandtested 
career path is to leave ISKCON and 
join a pseudo-Christian-Krishna 
cult; then return to ISKCON where 
you will get elected as a pure dev- 
otee Guru if you do and say all the 
right things; then publicly berate 
Srila Prabhupada's books; and for 
good measure, promote a work of 
fiction. 
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Another ISKCON Guru gets carried away 



GBC Meetings 2005 



BTP 6 showed how the ISKCON 
Guru Suhotra Das (he has 
now dropped the "Swami" title 
for reasons that shall be revealed) 
had accused the GBC of making a 
huge offense to Srila Prabhupada 
by, amongst other things, compar- 
ing him to a teacher that he had 
called a"blacksnake"in their wide- 
ly promoted book Hidden Glory of 
India. Suhotra also compared the 
GBC, which is comprised almost 
entirely of other Gurus, with a "rot- 
ting fish" 

In our article we pointed out 
that Suhotra should look at his 
own activities since, for many 
years, he had shared in an even 
bigger offense by effectively kick- 
ing Srila Prabhupada out of his 
own mission and stealing his dis- 
ciples. As we repeatedly point out, 
not only is this usurping of Srila 
Prabhupada's rightful position 
highly offensive, it means that an- 
yone who joins ISKCON will waste 
their lives serving people who are 
acting in direct defiance of the will 
of the Supreme Lord's representa- 
tive. This has proved catastrophic 
for ISKCON, the so-called "Gurus" 
and their hapless followers. 

In a recent statement issued 
from this year's GBC meetings, 
Suhotra reveals the trouble he has 
had in posing as though he were 
saksad-hari ("as good as God"): 

"Several years ago I published a 
letter to all ISKCON devotees about 
the trouble I was having from de- 
pression. I tried to rectify myself by 
resigning from the GBC, ceasing to 
give more initiations, and concen- 
trating on my sannyasa duties." 
(GBC Resolutions, 2005) 

This relates to a period in 2000 
when Suhotra revealed he had 
been straying from his vows and 
experiencing, in his own words, 
"deep rooted attachment" and 
an "unstable mind" that required 
"psychological counselling" and 
a "program of rehabilitation" He 



also admitted to getting "carried 
away" by being absorbed in mun- 
dane "videos and novels" so that 
his "sadhana* deteriorated" and 
which thus became "a waste of 
time" (Excerpts from a letter from Suhotra 
Swami to Disciples, 19 June 2000). 



"Because a pure devotee has no 
thought other than Krishna, he is 
naturally always joyful. " 
(Bhagavad-gita As It Is 1 8.54, purport) 

"The bhaktas, the devotees, are 
fearless and always joyful because 
they are constantly engaged in the 




Suhotra Swami: Another Guru falls, showing 
that whole system is unauthorized 



Nevertheless, he was quick- 
ly reinstated and in 2003 the GBC 
passed the following resolution: 

"(...) the GBC hereby nominates 
H. H. Suhotra Swami to membership 
on the Sastric Advisory Council. " 
(GBC Resolution 503) 

So, despite serious spiritual 
problems, Suhotra was not only 
allowed to continue as a Guru but 
also promoted onto the Sastric 
Advisory Council which guides 
the entire movement on all phil- 
osophical matters, including the 
Guru issue. 

Suhotra Prabhu further adds: 

"But the depression persisted 
and conspired with unhealthy, rest- 
less travel, lack of regulation, and 
lust, to knock me out of the race 
again." 
(GBC Resolutions, 2005) 

Is it not incredible that the 
very people who should be most 
absorbed in pure consciousness 
of Krishna, and thus most sub- 
merged in the deepest reservoir 
of all spiritual bliss and happiness, 
are also falling prey to the most se- 
verely debilitating depression? In 
BTP we have quoted Satsvarupa, 
Prithu and now Suhotra all com- 
plaining of suffering from severe 
depression, fear and anxiety. Yet 
Srila Prabhupada says: 



service of the lotus feet of the Lord." 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.24.52, purport) 

Clearly something has gone 
very wrong here. Certainly these 
people cannot be practising 
Krishna Consciousness since they 
are exhibiting the very opposite 
symptoms to those described 
above. Such mental aberrations 
are in fact symptoms of the lower 
modes of passion and ignorance: 

"In the conditioned stage, one's 
conceptions of life are sometimes 
polluted by passion and ignorance, 
which are exhibited by attachment, 
hostility, greed, lamentation, illu- 
sion, fear, madness. . . " 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.1 5.43) 

Suhotra further writes: 

"Though for many years I have 
held high position in ISKCON, I con- 
fess to you that I am not qualified 
to be counted among such lead- 
ers. (...) I relinquish the position of 
diksa and siksa guru." 
(GBC Resolutions, 2005) 

Thus he has finally, after dec- 
ades of false posturing, relin- 
quished a position [diksa Guru) 
he should never have taken in 
the first place. According to Srila 
Prabhupada, the fact that a Guru 
falls into difficulty means he was 
never a bona fide, properly author- 
ised spiritual master to begin with: 



"The spiritual master must nev- 
er be carried away by an accumula- 
tion of wealth or a large number of 
followers. A bona fide spiritual mas- 
ter will never become like that. But 
sometimes, if a spiritual master is 
not properly authorized and only on 
his own initiative becomes a spiritu- 
al master, he may be carried away 
by an accumulation of wealth and 
large numbers of disciples." 
(Srila Prabhupada, /Vector of 
Devotion, chapter 14) 

As we have mentioned in pre- 
vious issues: since all the diksa 
Gurus in ISKCON claim authori- 
sation via the identical miasma 
of lunatic alibis that constitute 
their position papers, and since 
they are constantly being "car- 
ried away" by Maya (illusion) and 
her agents, this alone proves that 
NONE of them are properly au- 
thorised. This will come as no sur- 
prise to anyone who has read Srila 
Prabhupada's order of July 9th 
1977, wherein he only authorised 
his disciples to act as represent- 
ative priests (ritviks) initiating on 
his behalf, not as initiating Gurus 
in their own right. So what solu- 
tion does Suhotra offer the poor 
souls who surrendered their en- 
tire lives to a bogus Guru, serv- 
ing him day in, day out, year after 
year? Yes, you guessed it, more of 
the same: 

"/ urge the devotees initiated 
by me to take shelter of a fixed-up 
ISKCON Guru. If you so desire, do not 
hesitate to take re-initiation." 
(GBC Resolutions, 2005) 

Unfortunately, the only thing 
ISKCON Gurus are "fixed up" in is 
disobeying Srila Prabhupada's di- 
rect, signed orders. In this sense 
they are not fit to instruct, let alone 
initiate, or in this case "re-initiate! 
And judging by the mental state 
of many of these pretenders, an- 
yone who follows them also runs 
the risk of being "carried away" 

*{Sadhana means spiritual practice 
such as chanting 16 rounds 
of the maha-mantra daily) 
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ISKCON Germany on the verge of collapse 



GBC Meetings 2005 



ISKCON Germany started the 
New Year on a very bleak note. 
At a hurriedly convened meeting 
attended by all the national coun- 
cil members, along with the lack- 
lustre GBC for Germany Ravindra 
Svarupa Das, a declaration of a 
state of emergency was made in 
order to: 

"Avoid impending loss of the 
only three German temples name- 
ly: Abentheuer Temple, Goloka 
Dham, home of Radha Madhan 
Mohan Srila Prabhupada 's origi- 
nal and only Radha Krsna deities 
in Germany. Jandelsbrunn temple, 
Simhacalam, home of Nrsimhadev 
largest deity in all of Europe Koln 
Temple, home of official Gaura 
Nitay deities in Germany. Avoid the 
loss of faith in Srila Prabhupada 's 
ISKCON family and its representa- 
tives the GBC members." 
(From proposal to GBC by 
Dina Sharana Devi Dasi) 

But why should there be any 
need to sell Germany's three re- 
maining temples? 

"The amount due to this day 
is one million EU." 

And how did the German 
devotees get in such a financial 
mess? 

"...due to faithfully following 
past authorities..." 

If any company ran up such 
huge debts, the first thing to be 
done would be to fire those in 
charge. The following makes it 
clear why Ravindra Svarupa was 
more than happy to support Dina 
Sharana Devi Dasi's proposal: 

"The issues in M. Dina Sharana 
DD proposal are not about Who is 
right, Who is guilty, Who took ad- 
vantage of the money, Who messed 
it all up!? Who is responsible for it!? 
Who will pay for it!?" 

So that gets around the issue 
of poor leadership from Ravindra 
Svarupa and the corrupt and un- 
authorised Gurus he has foisted 
on Germany over the years. The 



proposal, which aims to raise the 
money over two years, clever- 
ly makes great appeals to every- 
one's loyalty and affection for Srila 
Prabhupada: 

"Please consider: there is 
no ISKCON outside oflSKCON 
and as faithful followers of Srila 
Prabhupada 's mission, there is no 
question of being part of the prob- 
lem but part of the solution!(...) 
They will have a common cause to 
work for, to save Srila Prabhupad's 
movement in Germany, from be- 
ing destroyed. (. . .) Only an ISKCON 
wide Solidarity Action is able to 
help us out of this mess, and only 
then will we be able carry on "Srila 
Prabhupadas Legacy" and will 
have the right to call ourselves by 
its name." 

Isn't it amazing how ISKCON 
only fully returns to belonging to 
Srila Prabhupada when money is 
needed? When the bogus Gurus 
create a huge mess they are more 
than willing to say ISKCON is Srila 
Prabhupada's movement, his leg- 
acy etc. But as soon as the money 
is sorted it then becomes the mis- 
sion of eighty competing Gurus. 
We note that the proposal says 
nothing about working together 
to save the German temples for 
the ISKCON Gurus who need them 
as recruiting camps for new wor- 
shippers, yet this is exactly what 
they were used for since 1978. 
Since that date not one single, sol- 
itary disciple was made for Srila 
Prabhupada. If the German tem- 
ples were saved, and a new dev- 
otee joined thinking it really was 
Srila Prabhupada's mission, and as 
a result wanted to accept him as 
his Guru in accordance with Srila 
Prabhupada's signed institution- 
al directives, he would be ruth- 
lessly hounded from the move- 
ment. That is the reality. So in 
what sense is it Srila Prabhupada's 
mission? So desperate is the au- 
thor of the proposal to use Srila 
Prabhupada as support that she 
actually implies he would want 



her plan to be implemented: 

"If Srila Prabhupada would 
physically be present before us at 
this very moment, we would not 
hesitate for a second and we would 
say: "Yes! I will do the needful!" 

We notice she does not use 
Ravindra Svarupa in her exam- 
ple, even though he was "physi- 
cally present" right before them 
at the meeting. Clearly she did 
not feel he had the same poten- 
cy to get the required response. 
Yet Ravindra claims to be the cur- 
rent representative of the same 
disciplic succession of mahab- 
hagavatas (those on the top- 
most platform of spiritual ad- 
vancement) that gave us Srila 
Prabhupada. 

So we can see the same bait- 
and-switch scam mentioned in 
this issue's editorial at work in eve- 
ry crevice and corner of ISKCON 
today: "Please save this temple 
for Srila Prabhupada" and then 
when the temple is saved, "Srila 
Prabhupada is now dead, you can- 
not have him,you must have one of 
his successors instead." (Please see 
back page if you feel this is an ex- 
aggeration.) 

Readers of BTP may recall that 
in issue 2 we exposed the former 
GBC and Guru for Germany 
Harikesa Das as having left the 
movement with hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. He bought 
a luxury home on the French 
Riviera and settled down with his 
therapist. Another former leader 
and initiating Guru for Germany 
is the now disgraced Prithu Das, 
who was shown in our last issue 
to have perfectly demonstrat- 
ed the abusive nature of a bogus 
Guru. When these Gurus got "car- 
ried away"there were not only the 
obvious financial irregularities of 
missing money, but also the fact 
that their disciples became total- 
ly confused and disheartened. For 
example,when Prithu admitted he 
was not following the basic princi- 
ples of human life (not to speak of 



a liberated acharya) the temple in 
Vienna had to close since all his 
disciples lost faith in ISKCON. 

Every time an ISKCON Guru 
goes down he leaves behind him 
a trail of destruction in the form 
of disillusioned followers whose 
faith is very often shattered be- 
yond repair. Gaudiya Matha Gurus 
such as Narayana Maharaja then 
exploit the situation by posing 
themselves as spiritual masters 
who will never fall down. In this 
way, they hover round ISKCON 
picking off its disillusioned refu- 
gees for their own rival missions. 
All these problems are due to the 
unauthorised Guru system cur- 
rently operating in ISKCON. As 
Srila Prabhupada states: 

"In the Caitanya-caritamr- 
ta (Antya 7.11) it is clearly said, 
krishna-shakti vina nahe tara pra- 
vartana: without being authorized 
by Krishna, one cannot preach the 
holy name of the Lord throughout 
the entire world." 
{Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.14.39, purport) 

That authorised person is al- 
ready here - Srila Prabhupada - 
and one need not follow any oth- 
er rival Gurus. 




Srila Prabhupada - Accept 
No Substitutes 
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Second Generation - Coming back to Srila Prabhupa 




BySarasvati 
Dasi 

New York, USA 



Unlike all the wonderful devo- 
tees who have told their sto- 
ries thus far, I was actually born in 
the ISKCON movement, and there- 
fore my story is altogether quite 
different. 

My mother Akara Devi Dasi 
had joined ISKCON in 1975 and 
later took initiation from Srila 
Prabhupada. She served at Srila 
Prabhupada's famous 55th St. sky- 
scraper building temple, and did 
full-time sankirtana,harinama and 
prasadam distribution. She came 
from a very well educated family, 
with both her parents being edi- 
torsatthe/Vewyor/c77mes,and later 
assistant managing editors at the 
Philadelphia Enquirer. Indeed, her 
father was so impressed by Srila 
Prabhupada that he cried when he 
heard of Srila Prabhupada's pass- 
ing and ran a full-page obituary 
in the Philadelphia Enquirer! And 
though my mother was a devout 
Catholic she had a very inquiring 
mind and could not get the an- 
swers she wanted in the church. 
In Srila Prabhupada's books, how- 
ever, her intellect found all the an- 
swers it needed, since she could 
clearly see how the books were 
complete and flawless. Like many 
disciples of Srila Prabhupada, she 
left the movement in 1 978 follow- 
ing the hijack of the movement 
via the great Guru Hoax part 1 - 

Once I understood 
this, that ISKCON was 
throwing away the 
greatest gift - a path 
back to Godhead via 
Srila Prabhupada as 
the bona fide Guru - it 
was more than I could 
bear emotionally. 



as she could see that these new 
"Gurus" were definitely not Srila 
Prabhupada, and the movement 
now was no longer the same 
ISKCON she joined under Srila 
Prabhupada. However, also like 
many others, she did not have a 
full picture of what was going on, 
only that something was wrong. 
Hence she still wanted to remain 
connected to ISKCON somehow, 
even if she was no longer serving 
in the temples. 

Even after she left the tem- 
ple she kept up her sadhana pro- 
gram of chanting 16 rounds eve- 
ry day and following the 4 regu- 
lative principles, something she 
has maintained rigidly to this day. 
Naturally, therefore, when I was 
born two years later in 1980, she 
was determined to raise me as a 
devotee from birth. This was not 
at all easysince my father who had 
also been a devotee had aban- 
doned her, and hence my moth- 
er had to raise me and my two 
sisters Pralaya and Lalasa on her 
own. This involved home-school- 
ing all of us, so that throughout 
my whole life I was either home- 
schooled or at Gurukula (ISKCON 
school) - but never had to spend 
even one day in a Government 
school. I was never allowed to 
watch TV or have any association 
with anyone who was a non-dev- 
otee! She tried her best to raise us 
as devotees and keep away all the 
influences of the materialistic so- 
ciety around us, which in the USA 
was not at all easy. However, her 
dedication and persistence paid 
off in that all three of us are still 
practising devotees to this day, 
with both of my sisters having ob- 
tained scholarships to the world 
famous School of American Ballet, 
and even having performed in 
Broadway musical reviews. While 
raising us, to financially support 
us, my mother ran a jewelry busi- 
ness in which she also trained me. 

Due to this strict upbringing, 
by the time I reached 12, I real- 



ly only knew about Krishna, Srila 
Prabhupada and the wonder- 
ful Krishna conscious philosophy. 
However, since I was about to en- 
ter my teens, my mother felt that 
going to Gurukula would help me 
maintain being a strict devotee. 
Unfortunately, as experienced by 
countless other devotee children 
raised in the movement, this was 
not going to be the case. 

I attended the Alachua 
Gurukula - the residential Girls 
Vaisnava Academy - and it was to 
put it mildly the worst experience 
in my life, which I would not wish 
on anyone. The ironic thing was 
that having been home-schooled, 
I was strict in my Krishna con- 
sciousness and wished atthattime 
nothing more than to be a devotee 
when I grew upj'ust like my moth- 
er. But arriving at Gurukula was a 
culture shock. I was expecting the 
level of my Krishna consciousness 
to now deepen and become more 
intense. Well it definitely was an 
intense experience, but not in 
terms of deepening my Krishna 
consciousness! The first thing 
which surprised me was the lack 
of Krishna katha (narrations about 
Krishna) present there. Both aca- 
demics and spiritual knowledge 
were rarely imparted. 
Rather, the emphasis 
was simply on using 
us to do menial serv- 
ice and being trained 
up to do the "pick" 
(meaning going out 
and collecting mon- 
ey). We were read to, 
but nobody listened 
to us. We were forced 
to memorise verses, 
but nobody taught 
us how to apply the 
verses or live by them. 
And everything was 
done through force, 
not love. For instance, 
if we did not pay obei- 
sances fast enough 
we would constantly 



have our heads slammed into the 
floor. If anyone slouched during 
japa period (chanting on beads) 
the headmistress instructed the 
other Gurukuli children to pinch 
them as hard as possible. The oth- 
er thing which surprised me at the 
time was the number of men, in- 
cluding sannyasis (Swamis or re- 
nunciants), who would always be 
hanging about the Girl's ashram. I 
of course could go on and on, but 
hope this brief glimpse will suffice. 
However, all this would have been 
tolerable if we were becoming 
more Krishna conscious as a re- 
sult of it. But actually only the op- 
posite was happening. Not only 
was I not becoming Krishna con- 
scious, but the experience simply 
convinced me that Krishna con- 
sciousness was bad and I wanted 
nothing more to ever do with the 
movement. I was continually de- 
pressed, and thankfully after one 
year my nightmare ended and I 
was able to leave. Though the ex- 
perience has left me permanent- 
ly scarred, I am simply thankful 
that I did not experience gross 
abuse like many of the other chil- 
dren who attended Gurukula, and 
that I only had to endure it for one 
year. However, like so many oth- 
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er Gurukulis, I also made my best 
friends through this shared expe- 
rience, friendships which endure 
to this day. 

Shattered and broken, I went 
back to being home-schooled. 
But I was very conflicted about a 
movement which treated the chil- 
dren they were supposed to raise 
as devotees in this way. For me it 
was clear that going to this sort of 
Gurukula, far from assisting one's 
Krishna consciousness, one was 
committing spiritual suicide. So 
here I was, already scarred for life, 
and determined to do anything 
with my life EXCEPT dedicate my 
life to the movement, and I was 
only 13! Though I still tried my 
best to read Srila Prabhupada's 
books and follow, even though I 
was fed up with ISKCON. 

So I entered adulthood con- 
fused about Krishna conscious- 
ness, not having any direction in 
my life, and only sure about not 
wanting to be directly involved 
in the movement. I guess this will 
sound familiar to many second 
generation devotees. I spent most 
of my time when not being home- 
schooled learning how to make 
jewelry and helping home-school 
my younger sisters. However, 
the last thing that was on my 
mind was to become actively in- 
volved with ISKCON in any capac- 
ity. The movement was a mess, a 
bad memory which I just want- 
ed to forget and get on with my 
life. However, all throughout my 
life, my mother would still regu- 
larly take me and my sisters to vis- 
it temples and do service there, as 
she still wanted us to remain con- 
nected in some way to ISKCON. 

It was during one such vis- 
it in 2000, to the ISKCON tem- 
ple in Brooklyn, that I saw some- 
thing which would change my 
life forever. I saw some devo- 
tees standing outside the tem- 
ple passing out invitations to 
the inauguration in Tompkins 
Square Park of the plaque dedi- 



cated to Srila Prabhupada by the 
City of New York. I took an invita- 
tion and thought it was nice that 
the City of New York was honour- 
ing Srila Prabhupada. What could 
anyone find wrong with such 
a nice event? Imagine my sur- 
prise, therefore, when I observed 
the leaders of the Brooklyn tem- 
ple directing goons to physical- 
ly accost the devotees who were 
passing out these invitations. The 
devotees passing out the invita- 
tions were yelled at, physically as- 
saulted and obstructed in their 
distribution. In fact, the Brooklyn 
temple "devotees" began a tor- 
ton (chanting with instruments) 
just to try and obstruct the devo- 
tees from announcing the plaque 
dedication ceremony! I was very 
shocked to see such treatment 
being meted out to devotees, and 
that simply for wanting to glorify 
Srila Prabhupada. 

The incident sparked my cu- 
riosity and made me want to find 
out more. Having taken an invita- 
tion, I found out that these devo- 
tees behind the plaque ceremony 
were part of a movement that was 
set up specifically to revive the real 
Krishna consciousness movement 
which is dedicated only to Srila 
Prabhupada. I learned that since 
Srila Prabhupada's departure, the 
movement has been hijacked 
with many posing themselves as 
Gurus so that they can be wor- 
shipped as good as God, and that 
the movement had been ruined as 
a result. Of course, this made per- 
fect sense, since I could definite- 
ly attest through personal experi- 
ence that the movement was in a 
mess. But there was good news! 
Srila Prabhupada was still living 
and could be accessed directly as 
one's spiritual master. I was skep- 
tical but interested to at least ex- 
plore more since it was a fact that 
the movement had deteriorated. 
So my mother, my sisters and I be- 
gan to attend the ISKCON Revival 
Movement (IRM) temple in New 




York regularly to learn more. Like 
anyone who had contact with the 
movement, despite all the bad ex- 
periences, I still had lots of respect 
for Srila Prabhupada. The IRM 
was able to make clear that any- 
thing bad which had happened in 
the movement had nothing to do 
with Srila Prabhupada, and that 
rather in his name a group of vest- 
ed interests were destroying eve- 
rything which Srila Prabhupada 
had given his life to give us. Once I 
understood this, that ISKCON was 
throwing away the greatest gift - 
a path back to Godhead via Srila 
Prabhupada as the bona fide Guru 
- it was more than I could bear 
emotionally. I could see that Srila 
Prabhupada gave the topmost 
knowledge and way of life, and 
not only were people not able to 
experience this, but rather they 
were having their lives wrecked 
in the name of Krishna conscious- 
ness. I wanted to help make sure 
that this would not happen any- 
more, and understood that I was 
always meant to have been fol- 
lowing Srila Prabhupada as his 
disciple, and that real genuine 
Krishna consciousness was avail- 
able. 

I am happy to report that 
as a result of having found the 
IRM, I have been able to turn my 
life around. Knowing that Srila 
Prabhupada is my eternal spiritu- 
al master has inspired me to once 
again take up with full vigour the 
practice of Krishna consciousness 
much more seriously. I do service 



regularly at the New York IRM tem- 
ple, distribute Srila Prabhupada's 
books whenever I can, give reg- 
ular donations, and now finally 
have a mission and purpose in my 
life. And what's nice is that we all 
are made to feel like we are part 
of one big happy family, with Srila 
Prabhupada the father of us all. 

I also recently began a ca- 
reer with the New York City Police 
Department, and finally feel my 
life is coming together. I am no 
longer confused, and want to 
thank the IRM for saving my de- 
votional life and keeping me firm- 
ly fixed at Srila Prabhupada's lotus 
feet, where of course we should 
all be. 

I would like to appeal to any- 
one who may have had a bad ex- 
perience with the movement to 
not throw out the baby with the 
bathwater, as I almost did. The 
movement may have gone awry, 
but Srila Prabhupada was not in 
any way responsible, and in fact 
is still there for us, and his real 
Krishna consciousness move- 
ment will once again arise. And 
we have a great opportunity to be 
a part of this revival and get Srila 
Prabhupada's mercy. 

For me, my own life is living 
proof that Srila Prabhupada's 
mercy is just waiting for all of us! 



Readers are cordially 
invited to follow Sarasvati's 
example by sending us 
your story of just how you 
came 'Back to Prabhupada'. 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Srila Prabhupada's books are enough 




In BTP 4, we looked at some 
examples of how the Gurus 
in ISKCON falsely imitate Srila 
Prabhupada as the bona fide initi- 
ating spiritual master by diverting 
worship to themselves. One such 
example we gave was the fever- 
ish attempt to launch entire book 
publishing ministries in direct 
competition to Srila Prabhupada 
- thereby de-emphasising the 
study and distribution of Srila 
Prabhupada's books. We high- 
lighted, in particular, the case of 
HH Sivarama Swami who has writ- 
ten a book series titled "Krishna 
in Vrindavan" which includes fic- 
tional accounts of Krishna's sa- 
cred transcendental pastimes - 
a practice condemned by Srila 
Prabhupada. 

As always, the only solution to 
this disturbing trend is to go back 
to Srila Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions - which, for ISKCON devo- 
tees, clearly endorse the study of 
his books only. This will also help 
eradicate the influence of so many 
outside ideas which have contam- 
inated the movement. 



Only Srila Prabhupada's 
Books To Be Studied 

"There is no need by any of my 
disciples to read any books besides 
my books - in fact, such reading may 
be detrimental to their advance- 
ment in Krishna Consciousness. All 
reading of outside books, except in 
certain authorized cases such as for 
example to read some philosopher 
like Plato to make an essay compar- 
ing his philosophy with Krishna's 
philosophy - but otherwise all such 
outside reading should be stopped 
immediately. It is simply another 
botheration. If my students cannot 
even read my own books thorough- 
ly, why they should read others? I 
have given you TLC, what need is 
there to read Caitanya Caritamrta 
translated by someone else. You are 
right to stop such reading." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter to Sri 
Govinda, January 20th, 1 972) 

"You haven't got to study 
many books. You just simply study 
Bhagavad-gita As It Is." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 
September 15th, 1969) 

"One should not partially study 
a book just to pose oneself as a 
great scholar by being able to refer 
to scriptures. In ourKrsna conscious- 
ness movement we have therefore 
limited our study of the Vedic litera- 
tures to the Bhagavad-gita,Srimad- 
Bhagavatam, Caitanya-caritamrta 
and Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu. f/iese 
four works are sufficient for preach- 
ing purposes. They are adequate for 
the understanding of the philoso- 
phy and the spreading of mission- 
ary activities all over the world. If 
one studies a particular book, he 



must do so thoroughly. That is the 
principle. By thoroughly studying a 
limited number of books, one can 
understand the philosophy." 
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya- 
///o,22:118, purport) 

"So there is nothing to be said 
new. Whatever I have to speak, I 
have spoken in my books. Now 
you try to understand it and con- 
tinue your endeavor. Whether I am 
present or not present, it doesn't 
matter." 

(Srila Prabhupada Arrival 
Speech, May 17th, 1977) 

Gaudiya Matha Books 

"Regarding the Gaudiya Math 
books being circulated there, who is 
distributing? Who is sending these 
books? The Gaudiya Math does not 
sell our books, why we should sell 
their books. Who has introduced 
these books? Let me know. These 
books should not at all be circulat- 
ed in our Society. Bhakti Vilas Tirtha 
is very much antagonistic to our so- 
ciety and he has no clear concep- 
tion of devotional service. He is con- 
taminated. Anyway, who has intro- 
duced these books? You say that 
you would read only one book if 
that was all that I had written, so 
you teach others to do like that. You 
have very good determination." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter to 
Sukadeva, November 1 4th, 1 973) 

"So if you want to understand 
Bhagavad-gita, then we must un- 
derstand in the same way as the 
person who directly heard from. 
This is called pa ram para system. 
Suppose I have heard something 
from my spiritual master, so I speak 
to you the same thing. So this is 



parampara system. You cannot im- 
agine what my spiritual master said. 
Or even if you read some books, you 
cannot understand unless you un- 
derstand it from me." 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 
December 8th, 1973) 

"Whatever is to be learned of 
the teachings of Srila Bhaktivinode 
Thakura can be learned from our 
books. There is no need whatsoever 
for any outside instruction." 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter to Gurukrpa and 
Yasodanandana, December 25th, 1973) 

Srila Prabhupada's Books 
Answer All Questions 

"In my books the philosophy of 
Krsna Consciousness is explained 
fully so if there is anything you do 
not understand, then you simply 
have to read again and again. By 
reading daily the knowledge will be 
revealed to you and by this process 
your spiritual life will develop. " 
(Srila Prabhupada Letter to 
Brahmarupa, November 22nd, 1 974) 

"Every one of you must regular- 
ly read our books at least twice, in 
the morning and evening, and au- 
tomatically all questions will be an- 
swered." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter to 
Randhira, January 24th, 1 970) 

Devotee: Srila Prabhupada 
when you're not present with us, 
how is it possible to receive instruc- 
tions? For example in questions 
that may arise... 

Srila Prabhupada: Well the ques- 
tions are answ... answers are there 
in my books. 
(Srila Prabhupada Morning 
Walk, 13th May 1973) 



IRM Mission Statement 



Since the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada from our material vision on November 14th 
1 977, the International Society For Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), the great movement which he single-handedly founded in 1 966,and 
which is the only hope for humanity, has undergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from 
the instructions and standards given by Srila Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the sole Diksa Guru for ISKCON.The 
ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, purity and philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all 
the instructions and standards that Srila Prabhupada gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and Diksa Guru for ISKCON.The IRM's 
position is set out in The Final Order - see back page for order details. 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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Myth-busters: The "tradition" myths 

1) MYTH:"lt cannot be the case that Srila Prabhupada intended to operate a representational system of 
initiation within ISKCON, in which he remained the diksa Guru, since it goes completely against tradition." 

BUSTED: 

• Srila Prabhupada most certainly did set up a ritvik system, even the GBC admit as much, and there is no evidence he ever ordered it to stop. 

• Srila Prabhupada never taught that a disciple can stop following one of his orders just because he thinks it may not be "traditional" 

• In relation to the Spiritual Master, the "tradition" we follow is to accept him as Krishna's representative and then do whatever he says: 

"According to the Vaisnava tradition, we arrive at the truth through the guru, the spiritual master, who is accepted as the representative of the 
Absolute Truth, the Personality of Godhead." [Quest for Enlightenment, chapter 6) 

"Disciple means there is no argument. Whatever the guru will say, you have to accept. That is disciple. That is final. There is no argument." (Srila 
Prabhupada Conversation, June 28th, 1976) 

• By definition, such orders from the bona fide Guru are always in accordance with sastric (scriptural) injunctions, though 
not necessarily with the "traditional" way in which such injunctions have been exemplified or practised previously. 

• Therefore it is quite "traditional"to follow the ritvik system since this is what Srila Prabhupada ordered us to do. 

• Opponents of the ritvik system need to show which specific sastric injunction the ritvik system violates, not sim- 
ply parrott the word "tradition" as though it encapsulated some sort of profound argument. 

2) MYTH:"But such a ritvik system has never been used before." 

BUSTED: 

• Anyone making this assertion is simply bluffing, since they cannot possibly know what every single acarya in every single previous age has 
done. Even if they did, it would still be an irrelevant argument since nowhere did Srila Prabhupada say an acarya cannot change various for- 
malities and details according to time, place and circumstance; indeed he taught the very opposite with specific reference to initiation: 

"Srimad Viraraghava Acarya, an acarya in the disciplic succession of the Ramanuja-sampradaya, has remarked in his commentary that candalas 
(people of low birth), or conditioned souls who are born in lower than sudra families, can also be initiated according to circumstances. The formali- 
ties may be slightly changed here and there to make them Vaisnavas. "(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4.8.54 purport) 

• The use of priests to perform initiations in the physical absence of a Guru is certainly nothing more than a change of "formality" The 
onus is on those who insist it is a change of principle to state what that principle is and where it is stated by Srila Prabhupada. 

• Similarly, the following quote shows, that since every acarya may employ different specific methods to bring per- 
sons to Krishna consciousness, there cannot be a set tradition that every acarya must adhere to: 

"Every acarya has a specific means of propagating his spiritual movement with the aim of bringing men to Krsna consciousness. Therefore, the 
method of one acarya may be different from that of another, but the ultimate goal is never neglected."{SriCaitanya-caritamrta,Adi-lila, 7:37 purport) 



3) MYTH: "We follow historical precedent, and therefore since we have no evidence 
that ritvik initiations have been done, we cannot do it." 

BUSTED: 

• Everyone agrees that Srila Prabhupada set up a ritvik system to be operated prior to his departure, yet this sys- 
tem was also completely unique so far as we know. So by this logic the system should never have been implement 
ed at all since it is not mentioned previously; yet even the GBC accept that Srila Prabhupada implemented it. 

• There is no historical precedent for a disciple to reject an order of his Guru purely on the ba- 
sis that it has no historical precedent, therefore the argument is self-contradictory. 

4) MYTH: "The acarya always follows past tradition in all respects and never deviates from it." 

BUSTED: 

• Srila Prabhupada never taught this axiom in any of his books, nor did he follow it since he did many things that 
were not traditional (such as give gayatri mantra by magnetic tape, setting up a ritvik system etc.). 

• To even sensibly discuss this "tradition" argument one would first need to do a comparative study show- 
ing exactly what initiation system all previous world acaryas, who appeared just after the Golden Avatar (Lord 
Caitanya) in previous Kali-yugas (one of the Vedic epochs) during the mini-golden age, left in place for their mis- 
sions just prior to their departure. Yet we have no authorised information to even begin such a study. 

"No. Tradition, religion, they are all material. They are also all designation. "(Srila Prabhupada Conversation, March 13th, 1975) 
"Our only tradition is how to satisfy Vishnu. " (Srila Prabhupada Lecture, July 30th, 1 973) 
"That tradition is nothing. Tradition is just temporary. You make your tradition; he makes your tradition. That is another thing. But the, fact is fact. 
That is not dependent on tradition. Tradition we can make, tradition. "We believe. "Just like somebody says, "We believe. "What is the use of such say- 
ing, "We believe"? You may believe something which is not fecf."(Srila Prabhupada Conversation, February 13th, 1975) 




please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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ISKCON's Master of Peril: Case Study of Tamala 




One of the most influential 
and controversial Guru hoax- 
ers in ISKCON was Tamala Krishna 
Goswami (henceforward "TKG"), 
who died in a car crash on a road 
north of Calcutta on 15th March 
2002. It wasTKGwho,in his capac- 
ity as Srila Prabhupada's secretary, 
co-signed the famous July 9th, 
1 977 letter, and who later went on 
to give many conflicting accounts 
as to what Srila Prabhupada in- 
tended with regards Guruship in 
ISKCON. Following his death he 
has been canonized by ISKCON, 
with his body laid to rest in a sa- 
madhi (sacred shrine reserved 
only for the most exalted infalli- 
ble saints in the Gaudiya Vaisnava 
line) at its spiritual headquarters 
in Mayapur,West Bengal (see pic- 
ture). Hence, it is appropriate to 
present an account of the numer- 
ous contradictory justifications 
for ISKCON's Guru hoax given by 
this GBC-declared "saint" some of 
which TKG confessed to in an ac- 
ademic paper called The Perils of 
Succession, and all of which led to 
turmoil within the Movement and 
heavily influenced the current 
false Guru philosophy in ISKCON. 
1) 1978: TKG agreed with the 
rest of the eleven ritviks 
(priests) named in the July 
9th letter that they had all 
been appointed as the "ma- 
terial and spiritual succes- 
sors" to Srila Prabhupada. He 
enthusiastically participat- 
ed in and supported a sys- 
tem where the world was 
carved up into eleven zones, 
and where all the Gurus were 
daily worshipped on huge, 
ornate vyasasanas (spe- 
cial decorative seats for the 



Guru) by their devoted dis- 
ciples. A Governing Body 
Commission (GBC) paper 
approved by TKG stated: 

"The GBC members met togeth- 
erin Vrndavana and prepared a few 
last questions to put before Srila 
Prabhupada. [...] Then he said that 
he would name the initiating gu- 
rus later. [...] Then one day in June 
he gave his secretary the names of 
eleven disciples who would be ini- 
tiating the disciples. [...] Now these 
godbrothers are worshipped by 
their disciples as genuine spiritu- 
al masters. This means for exam- 
ple, that they are to be considered, 
as stated in the Guruvastakam, as 
nikunjo-yuno rati keli siddhyai - 
intimate assistants in the pastimes 
ofKrsna." 

( The Process For Carrying Out Srila 
Prabhupada's Desires For Future Initiations; 
A paper prepared by the GBC in consultation 
with higher authorities, Mayapur, 1978) 

TKG vigorously enforced the 
above understanding,often intim- 
idating and browbeating ques- 
tioning devotees into accepting 
it, as in the following letter to one 
such "doubting Thomas": 

"The argument that after the 



his secretary, and now he had me 
write a letter to all the GBCs and 
Temple Presidents which he also 
signed as approved on the 9th of 
July listing their names and defin- 
ing their function. [...] Thus, we can 
understand, that in regard to the 
third definition of acarya, that Srila 
Prabhupada clearly appointed 1 1 
successors for initiation. Whatever 
process may have been followed by 
past acaryas, Prabhupada chose to 
appoint. [...] Even after having these 
facts clearly explained, if some one 
continues to blaspheme the 7 7 
Gurus, their legitimacy, blasphemes 
ISKCON, the spiritual vehicle creat- 
ed by Prabhupada to fulfil his will,, 
blasphemes the GBC - the approved 
driver of the vehicle - [...] he is not a 
disciple at all. Rather he is the killer 
of Gurudev and his spiritual where- 
abouts is unknown." 
(TKG Letter to Upananda Das, 
December 13th, 1978) 

It has now been admitted by 
the GBC that TKG's initial under- 
standing of what the July 9th let- 
ter meant, along with the "Zonal 
Acarya" system this understand- 
ing inspired, were both incorrect. 
Thus, from the very beginning 




departure of the spiritual master 
anyone of his disciples can give initi- 
ation, cannot be applied in the case 
of Srila Prabhupada who specifical- 
ly named 7 7 persons only at first to 
fulfil this function. These 1 7 persons 
were named by Srila Prabhupada 
in the beginning of July, 1977, in 
Vrindavana in the back garden of 
his house. These names were dic- 
tated to me as I was serving as 



TKG had apparently misunder- 
stood the proper meaning and 
context of the July 9th letter, as he 
himself would later admit. 
2) 1980: TKG was suspend- 
ed from acting as a Guru by 
the GBC. He had become 
convinced that not just his 
own disciples, but also all 
members of ISKCON, in- 
cluding his Godbrothers 



and Godsisters, could only 
serve Srila Prabhupada 
through him and him alone! 
As TKG himself explains: 

"Tamala Krishna Goswami, the 
leader of a large number of sann- 
yasa and brahmacari preachers, in- 
sisted that he was now their via me- 
dia in relating to Prabhupada and 
expected that his godbrothers fol- 
low him absolutely." 
( The Perils of Succession, TKG, 1 996) 

3) December 3rd, 1980: 
Having been suspended 
by the GBC for the above 
insanity, TKG next decid- 
ed to pull the rug from un- 
der the other Guru hoax- 
ers' feet with the follow- 
ing shocking revelation: 

"Myself and the other GBC have 
done the greatest disservice to this 
movement the last three years be- 
cause we interpreted the appoint- 
ment of ritviks as the appointment 
of gurus." 

(TKGJopanga Canyon Confessions, 
December 3rd, 1980) 

Here TKG not only claimed 
that his understanding of the July 
9th letter was wrong in 1 978, but 
also that he had now finally un- 
derstood what Srila Prabhupada 
really wanted. 

4) 1982: Having called the 
GBCs bluff above,TKG was 
swiftly re-instated as a 
Guru, and in return he once 
again changed his mind 
and went back to the ver- 
sion of events he had orig- 
inally supported and ruth- 
lessly enforced in 1 978, 
only to later reject in 1 980: 

"/ do not think that there is any 
problem in accepting the spiritual 
masters who Srila Prabhupada ap- 
pointed. (. . .) Our movement is pro- 
gressing and growing more and 
more, at least as much as it was 
during Srila Prabhupada's time. [...] 
You have enclosed a clipping from 
Back To Godhead in which Srila 
Bhaktipada is advertised as 'Bona 
fide Spiritual Master'. You say 'this 
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Krishna Goswami 



is something that seems a little 
strange to me'. Would you please ex- 
plain to me what seems strange?" 
(TKG Letter to Gadai Prabhu, 
June 14th, 1982) 

TKG was back in business 
as a Guru, and so was happy to 
again propagate the myth that he 
and the other hoaxers were "ap- 
pointed" to act as such by Srila 
Prabhupada. Incidentally, the 
"Srila Bhaktipada" referred to by 
TKG above has only last year been 
released from a lengthy prison 
term. Perhaps poor Gadai Prabhu 
had a point. 

5) 1984: TKG publish- 
es a book called Servant 
of the Servant in which 
he categorically states: 

"Since the disappearance of our 
beloved spiritual master, we have 
seen such disenchanted persons 
come forward trying to cast doubt 
on the legacy left by Srila 
Prabhupada. When Srila 
Prabhupada appointed from 
among his senior disciples elev- 
en persons to continue the proc- 
ess of initiation, and when after 
their spiritual master's departure 
those whom he selected assumed 
their duties by his command, the 
critics began to bark their discon- 
tent. [...] To such irresponsible criti- 
cism we answer a decisive "No!"SP 
chose them because they merited 
his confidence. [...] Thus he consid- 
ered them to be uttama-adhikari*, 
all highly advanced devotees wor- 
thy to be accepted as spiritual mas- 
ters. [...] Critics may doubt whether 
ourlSKCON acaryas are actually lib- 
erated. Do they know their rasa (lib- 
erated relationship) with Krsna, and 
will they be able to instruct their dis- 
ciples similarly? But such questions 
bring one dangerously near the 
precipice of spiritual calamity." 
(Servant or'f/>e5e/-ranf,TKG,Bhaktivedanta 
Book Trust, 1984, pages 361-365) 

"(Persons on the highest 
platform of God-realisation) 

6) 1987: TKG yet again chang- 
es his mind and wholeheart- 



edly endorses the Guru hoax 
part 2, confessing yet again 
that what he and the other 
1 1 appointees had been do- 
ing and teaching for the last 
1 years was utterly wrong 
with regards the system of 
initiation. In other words he 
flips back to his late 1 980 po- 
sition (point 3 above). To 
demonstrate his commit- 
ment to this latest shift in 
position,TKG agreed to edit 
out of his book Servant of 
the Servant the above quot- 
ed passage. The "Zonal 
Acarya" system had been an 
almost unmitigated disaster, 
during which most of Srila 
Prabhupada's original dis- 
ciples had been driven out 
by intimidating Gurus like 
TKG; as he delicately put it: 

"The stormy decade following 
Prabhupada's demise left many 
casualties in its wake: perhaps as 
many as 90% of Prabhupada's ini- 
tiated disciples were now margin- 
alised; disciples of fallen Gurus felt 
they had no shelter; the preaching 
mission as a whole lost momentum 
and cohesion." 
( The Perils of Succession, TKG, 1 996) 

TKG made sure he was not one 
of the "casualties" of this "stormy 
period" by cannily jumping onto 
the second Guru hoax bandwag- 
on when he saw there was abso- 
lutely no other choice. 
7) 1992-95: TKG's understand- 
ing of Guruship takes a fur- 
ther radical twist as he be- 
gins preaching that Srila 
Prabhupada had not giv- 
en the "highest understand- 
ing" and that everyone 
should take guidance from 
the'Vas/ta** Guru"Narayana 
Maharaja, who one former 
GBC chairman described as: 

"...a crooked and talented pre- 
tender or impostor, who has se- 
duced, beguiled and misled many 
people." 

(Ravindra Svarupa Das, Taking Srila 
Prabhupada Straight, 1 998) 



As a result of his sustained de- 
viancy, the GBC suspended TKG 
for the second time. 

8) 1995: TKG now denounc- 
es his previous four years of 
proselytising on behalf of 
Narayana Maharaja as a "mis- 
take" admitting that he was 
in fact wrong to say that eve- 
ryone needed a ras/to-Guru. 
Of course, by now the dam- 
age had been done, rever- 
berations of which contin- 
ue to this day with Narayana 
Maharaja grabbing huge 
chunks of ISKCON all over 
the world. StillJKG's capit- 
ulation allowed him to be 
once again reinstated as an 
ISKCON Guru. He was back in 
the Guru business yet again. 

9) 1 996: TKG seems to slip 
back to the "appointment" 
theory that he had suppos- 
edly rejected in the post- 
1987 "reforms" as he writes: 

"6 months before his own de- 
mise, Prabhupada had announced 
that he would appoint some of 
his disciples to perform all of the 
functions of initiating new disci- 
ples as he had become too ill to do 
so. Those so initiated would still be 
Prabhupada's disciple while those 
who would be initiated after his de- 
mise would become his grand-dis- 
ci pies." 
(The Perils of Succession , TKG, 1996) 

Please note above that TKG 
claims that Srila Prabhupada's in- 
tention to appoint disciples to as- 
sist with initiation, as recorded in 
the May 28th, 1 977conversation 
(see BTP 3, page 1 1 ) "6 Months be- 
fore his own demise" was even at 
that stage allegedly motivated 
by illness, and that the "naming 
of the Gurus" in the July 9th let- 
ter flowed directly from this May 
28th conversation. 

10) 1998: A more subtle shift 
perhaps, but we see below how 
TKG next claimed that the issue 
of appointing the "1 1 " as had oc- 
curred via the July 9th letter, was 
done entirely independently and 



with no relation to the May 28th 
conversation, even though above 
he had claimed the exact oppo- 
site: 

"In writing this letter (July 9th) 
(. . .) It was very clear in my mind at 
that time that what we were dis- 
cussing was the process of initia- 
tion in Prabhupada's presence. How 
things would go on after his pres- 
ence, he had already instructed us 
when the 5 or 6 of us had met him 
on May 28th, one had nothing to do 
with the other." 
(Class given by TKG on August 
6th, 1998, in Hong Kong) 

He never could stick to one 
version of precisely how, when 
and where he and the other 
ritviks were authorised by Srila 
Prabhupada to initiate their own 
disciples. On the above evidence 
it would be hard to see anything 
that was "very clear" in the "mind" 
of TKG, other than a steadfast de- 
termination to remain an initiat- 
ing Guru. Even though TKG is no 
longer with us, rest assured his 
legacy lives on with every deci- 
sion the GBC takes with regards 
its deviant and unauthorised Guru 
programme. 

** (A rasika-Guru is supposedly 
adept at helping a disciple to realise 
his original form in the spiritual 
world, and thus his specific rasa 
or relationship with Krishna.) 




Srila Prabhupada: The Guru 
for ISKCON Who Can be 
Followed Without Peril 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The great Guru joke 



GBC Meetings 2005 



Throughout all our issues of Back to Prabhupada (BTP), we have highlighted the great Guru hoax, whereby contrary to Srila Prabhupada's final 
signed directive on initiations (see BTP 1 , page 4), the secretaries he appointed to initiate disciples on his behalf (ritviks) abandoned their du- 
ties immediately on his departure, and declared themselves his good-as-God Guru successors. The ensuing catastrophe in the lives of thousands 
of disciples has been well documented, with these false Gurus having been exposed in a variety of illicit acts. 

Rather than take the obvious remedy to restore a deeply fractured ISKCON to health by following Srila Prabhupada's July 9th, 1977 direc- 
tive referred to above, whereby he would be the only initiating (diksa) Guru in ISKCON, the Governing Body Commission (GBC) of ISKCON has in- 
stead resorted to a variety of patchwork, quack remedies over the years which are, quite frankly, laughable. This year's GBC meetings are no ex- 
ception. The great Guru hoax has degenerated into the great Guru joke. Here are some of the astounding statements that have come out of the 
GBC Secretariat's office this year. 



GBC Meetings 
Day 10 (final day) 
8 March 2005 

"It was suggested that the 
meetings next year include a 
full day dedicated to discussion 
ofguru-tattva." 

If the GBC are following 
the Guru system which Srila 
Prabhupada gave, what is there 
that needs to be discussed re- 
garding "guru-tattva" (the truth 
about the Guru)? Either the GBC 
knows guru-tattva or it does not? 
Surely it's a bit late in the day to 
be discussing guru-tattval Unless 
of course they may have got it 
wrong, and need to discuss to see 
what is the right understanding? 
So either the GBC know exactly: 

a) HOW Srila Prabhupada 
authorised Gurus; 

b) WHO Srila Prabhupada 
authorised as Gurus; 

c) WHAT Srila Prabhupada 
authorised as the sys- 
tem for adding Gurus; 

Or they do not. 

If they knew this, there would 
be nothing to discuss. They could 
simply follow it. And if they need 
to discuss these matters, then it 
means that they do not yet know 
the exact answers to the above 
questions. The following state- 
ments make this clear: 

ISKCON News, March 2005 

"In ISKCON's history, a 
number of gurus have deviated 
from the high standards expect- 
ed of them and this has caused 
much grief amongst their disci- 
ples and in the Society at large. 



Therefore it is not surprising 
that it is an issue that the GBC 
returns to often. In what many 
will regard as a radical step, 
the GBC gave formal assent to 
women taking on the role of ini- 
tiating guru." 

Well either Srila Prabhupada 
authorised all his disciples to be- 
come Gurus or he did not? Why 
only now have they decided that 
maybe Srila Prabhupada author- 
ised his female disciples to be- 
come Gurus as well? Similarly: 

ISKCON News, March 2005 

"A proposal by the Sastric 
Advisory Committee (SAC, a 
group set up to give scriptur- 
ally based advice to the GBC) 
to eliminate the "no-objection" 
system for appointing gurus 
was not passed. The "no-objec- 
tion" system essentially means 
that one can be considered 
an initiating guru in ISKCON 
if there is no objection from a 
GBC appointed group. The SAC 
proposed that the decision be 
made by the disciple. " 



So they still haven't figured 
out HOW Srila Prabhupada au- 
thorised Gurus, and WHAT system 
Srila Prabhupada gave for author- 
ising Gurus. Do we continue vot- 
ing them in as present ("no-objec- 
tion" system), or do we let the pro- 
spective disciple choose whoev- 
er he wants without restriction? 
Voting in Gurus survives - at least 
for another year - when the"guru- 
tattva" speculations will again 
continue for at least a full day! 



The very fact that Srila 
Prabhupada did not state WHO 
he authorised as Gurus, HOW he 
authorised them and WHAT sys- 
tem should be used for authoris- 
ing them, and therefore the GBC 
are forced to speculate regard- 
ing these points every year, would 
to any normal, sane person be 
clear proof that Srila Prabhupada 
did NOT authorise any Gurus! 
However, the GBC's position is 
simply to BEGIN with the unprov- 
en assumption that somehow 
Srila Prabhupada wanted them 
to be initiating Gurus, and there- 
fore let us keep speculating and 
"discussing" every year how we 
can do it. Indeed, anything can be 
discussed regarding "guru-tatt- 
va" except the fundamental ques- 
tion of whether or not they were 
actually authorised to be Gurus 
in the first place! This subject has 
never been discussed, not even 
once, not even for a full day. It is 
like a bunch of criminals arguing 
every year about the $50 million 
bank heist they did 25 years ago, 
and how the proceeds should be 
shared out. They will discuss eve- 
rything except whether or not 
they are actually entitled to the 
$50 million! 

Ever thought that the Guru 
was a perfect being whose job 
was to train the disciple to also 
become perfect? Think again. In 
what has to be the biggest Guru 
joke ever, even for the GBC, wel- 
come to "Guru School" where it is 
the would-be Guru who needs to 
be trained: 



2005 



ISKCON News, March 2005 

"Another issue that has aris- 
en from the fall from grace of 
some ISKCON gurus is that of 
education. It has been proposed 
that all potential gurus be first 
required to undergo formal 
training in the philosophy and 
practice of Krishna conscious- 
ness. THE SAC (Sastric Advisory 
Council) has advised against 
this, preferring that such train- 
ing be "strongly recommended" 
rather than mandatory." 

Due to the "fall from grace" of 
some of ISKCON's 'good-as-god, 
mahabhagavaf Gurus, it has been 
"strongly recommended" that 
the solution is to first send the 
would-be Gurus to "Guru School" 
where they can be"educated"and 
"trained" in the "philosophy and 
practise of Krishna conscious- 
ness" Pardon us for pointing out 
the obvious, but if they did not al- 
ready know the "philosophy and 
practise of Krishna consciousness" 
what are they doing lining up to 
be "potential Gurus"? 

And so the Great Guru Hoax/Joke 
continues for yet another year! 




Srila Prabhupada, the only authorised Guru for ISKCON 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



please chant Hare Krishna and your life will become sublime! 
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Cultic mind control policy continues 



Readers of Back to Prabhupada 
(BTP) will by now be familiar 
with the various methods of cult 
control ISKCON has employed to 
try and suppress the truth that 
Srila Prabhupada, the founder of 
the Hare Krishna movement, is 
also the movement's only author- 
ised initiating (diksa) Guru. In the 
very first issue of BTP, we highlight- 
ed the cult tactic of thought con- 
trol employed by Vipramukhya 
Swami, the disgraced "Harry Potter 
Guru" (so-called because of his 
predilection for"flying"on broom- 
sticks). The former Swami, who 
was also the Temple President 
of Bhaktivedanta Manor until he 
flew away with a young lady, was 
notorious for issuing letters ban- 
ning people from advocating the 
position of Srila Prabhupada as 
the diksa Guru of ISKCON, even 
within their own homes (see BTP 
1, page 13). Failure to comply with 
his draconian directive would be 
regarded as "trespassing" if such 
a thought criminal were to visit 
the temple, resulting in the Swami 
calling the police to have the poor 
devotee evicted from the premis- 
es on the pretext of "disturbing 
the peace" This unbelievable ac- 
tion actually happened and was 
captured on film, photographic 
evidence of which we published 
in BTP 2 (page 13). 

In issue 5, we carried an article 
by Chaitanya Thankey in our reg- 
ular "Coming to Prabhupada" sec- 
tion. In this article, Mr.Thankey de- 
tailed his evolution from accept- 
ing a false Guru in ISKCON to his 
acceptance of Srila Prabhupada 
as the only authorized and bona 
fide diksa Guru of ISKCON. On 
November 21 , 2004, following the 
publication of BTP 5, Mr.Thankey 
visited Bhaktivedanta Manor to 
worship in the temple as usual. 
However, when Mr. Thankey en- 
tered the temple, one of the tem- 
ple managers approached Mr. 
Thankey under the instructions 
of Gauri Das, the Temple President 



of Bhaktivedanta Manor, asked 
Mr.Thankey to immediately leave, 
and then escorted him off the 
premises despite Mr.Thankey's in- 
itial protestations. Somewhat be- 
mused by this treatment more 
akin to dictatorships than open, 
democratic societies, Mr.Thankey 
initiated a correspondence with 
Gauri Das. 

In his first letter to Mr.Thankey, 
Gauri Das wrote: 



In his second reply, Gauri Das 
wrote: 



•' : ") 



International Soviet? Tor Krishna Consciousness 



"Members of the IRM are not 
welcome at Bhaktivedanta Manor, 
because they seek to destroy 
ISKCON based upon their own in- 
terpretation of Srila Prabhupada's 
instructions" 



(Letter from Gauri Das, 18 December 2004) 
The absurdity of Gauri Das' 
claim above is astounding. He 
has provided not a single shred 
of evidence that the IRM is "seek- 
ing to destroy ISKCON" The Nazis 
had also made the allegation 
that the Jews wanted to destroy 
Germany without any evidence, 
and it was actually the false, wild 
allegations themselves which 
were used to facilitate the real de- 
stroying. The IRM's "interpretation 
of Srila Prabhupada's instructions" 
which is clearly documented in 
our book The Final Order, as well 
as in a number of papers and aca- 
demic publications, simply states 
that Srila Prabhupada established 
himself as the only initiating 
Guru for ISKCON, and that his fi- 
nal signed directive on this matter 
should be followed. So we there- 
fore ask Gauri Das: HOW does this 
"interpretation" lead to the "de- 
struction" of ISKCON? Rather, 
surely FOLLOWING the instruc- 
tions of the spiritual master Srila 
Prabhupada is the only way to en- 
sure ISKCON is NOT destroyed? 



International Society for Krishna Consciousness 



"The IRM is an organisation 
working to harm ISKCON, thus 
those who are formally part of or 
agree with the views and publica- 
tions are suspended by the Manor 
Temple Council from visiting 
Bhaktivedanta Manor." 
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(Letter from Gauri Das, 1 7 February 2005) 
Gauri now brings into play a 
tactic much favoured by cults - 
THOUGHT CONTROL. What Gauri 
Dasisnowsayingisthatonesimply 
has to AGREE with the views of the 
IRM,namely that Srila Prabhupada 
is the bona fide initiating spiritual 
master of ISKCON, and you will be 
banned from Srila Prabhupada's 
temple. Thus cult mind control is 
now complete from all sides. First, 
readers were horrified that they 
could be banned from the tem- 
ple because of what they advo- 
cated in their own homes. Now, 
simply AGREEING with the view- 
point of the IRM is enough. Thus 
this truly is, without any exagger- 
ation, a "thought-crime" For now 
you will be punished not for what 
you DO, nor even for what you say, 
but simply for what you are sus- 
pected ofTHINKING. 

Gauri Das' letters have a fur- 
ther, hidden twist of irony to 
them. Gauri Das is also a"Spiritual 
Commissioner" of the Hindu 
Forum of Britain - whose lead- 
ership was recently invited to 
the home of Dr. Jonathan Sacks, 
the Chief Rabbi, to participate in 
a well publicised Hindu-Jewish 
community-building meeting. 
Dr. Sacks is a prominent writer 
and broadcaster in the UK and 
well known for his eloquence in 
denouncing the evils of Nazism 
and his support for free speech. 




Hypocrisy: Gauri Das 
attends a local Holocaust 
Memorial Day service, yet is 
imposing his own tyranny 

He wrote in the famous London 
Times newspaper: 

"Whatever we believe, we 
should test in the arena of free de- 
bate, rigorous argument and a will- 
ingness to confront positions anti- 
thetical to one's own. That is why 
academic boycotts and the refus- 
al to give certain views a respectful 
hearing are unacceptable, a denial 
of academic freedom and intellec- 
tual integrity alike." 
Rabbi Dr Jonathan Sacks, Chief Rabbi 
of the United Hebrew Congregations 
of the Commonwealth, The Times 
(London), June 21st 2003. 

Gauri Das' letters enforcing a 
policy of thought control do not 
at all sit well with the views of Dr. 
Sacks. 

When condemning the Nazi 
policy of book-burning, the au- 
thor Helen Keller declared: 

"History has taught you noth- 
ing if you think you can kill ideas. 
Tyrants have tried to do that often 
before, and the ideas have risen up 
in their might and destroyed them. " 

That is why, in the words of 
BTP's motto originally used by 
His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada 
in the first issues of his Back to 
Godhead magazine, we must con- 
tinue to "defeat tyranny in the 
realm of thought" 

Back to Prabhupada 
BACK ISSUES! 

To receive back issues of 
BTP, and to subscribe to our 
email newsletter, please write 
to: irm@iskconirm.com 
All glories to Srila 
Prabhupada! 



please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 



ISKCON Gurus Preach "Prabhupada Is Dead" Blasphemy 

Throughout his books, lectures, letters and conversations, His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada, the Founder and initiating (diksa) 
Guru of ISKCON, consistently preached that the current link, bona fide spiritual master lives in his teachings and continues to im- 
part transcendental knowledge (divya-jnana or diksa). He gave the example of Lord Jesus Christ who physically "died"on the cross 
2000 years ago, but who, according to Srila Prabhupada (as well as every Christian on the planet), continues to live and to give liber- 
ation to his sincere followers ("Actually, one who is guided by Jesus will certainly get liberation" -Perfect Questions, Perfect Answers, chap- 
ter 9). Therefore, in order to establish their legitimacy as Prabhupada's successors, ISKCON's Gurus have had to resort to blasphem- 
ing Srila Prabhupada by publicly declaring his death as the current link, thereby unauthorisedly usurping his position. However, as 
we see below, such rumours of Prabhupada's demise have been greatly exaggerated. 



ISKCON Gurus 
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HH Jayapataka Swami, self- 
authorised ISKCON Guru: 

"Srila Prabhupada has been dead for 
the last 23 years" 
(Front page, Asian Age newspaper, 
24th July 2000) 



HHBhaktiCaru Swami, ISKCON 
GBCvoted-inGuru: 

But if instead we feel that, "Now Srila 
ihuDada is dead and aonemow I am 



the guru. So what Srila Prabhupada was 
to his disciples, to my disciples I am just 
that." That mentality would have been 
fine if we were not a part of a world-wide 
institution like ISKCON." 
(Day 3, LA Seminar, 'Questions and 
Answers', Published on June 1 1 , 2000) 



Ravindra Svarupa Das, ISKCON 
GBCvoted-inGuru: 

"/ simply wish that these people 
(ritvik advocates) would settle this issue 
by writing Prabhupada a letter and 
letting us know what he says when he 
answers back." 
(Video, San Diego debate, 1990) 



Reporter: Who will succeed you when you die? 
Srila Prabhupada: I will never die 
Devotees: Jaya! Haribol! 

Srila Prabhupada: I shall live from my books and you will utilise. 
(Press Conference, 16th July 1975, San Francisco) 

"So my Guru Maharaja will be very, very much pleased with you ...it is 
not that he is dead an d gone. That is not s piritual understanding ... he is see- 
ing. I never feel that I am alone," 
(Srila Prabhupada Lecture,2nd March 1975) 



Devotee: Srila 
Prabhupada when 
you're not present 
with us, how is it 
possible to receive 
instructions? For ex- 
ample in questions 
that may arise... 

Srila 
Prabhupada: Well 
the questions are 
answ...answers are 
there in my books . 
(Morning Walk, Los 
Angeles, 13/5/73) 




ENLIGHTENMENT: 

The solution to all this ISKCON Guru 
confusion is clearly explained in the 
book "The Final Order" 

To receive a FREE copy, please 
email us at: irm@iskconirm.com 

or fill out the enclosed reply card 

or write to our address 
given on page 2. 







WANT YOU TO READ! 

"/ hope this book will be read 
carefully and discussed widely because 
the profound issues it raises demand 
consideration at all levels. Every devotee 
has a real stake in the matter. " 

From the Foreword by Professor 
Kim Knott, Head of Religious Studies, 
Leeds University, UK 
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